
Biblical Guide to Intercession by Charlotte Merschbrock  

"Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus." 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 
I. Prayer is Worship to God  
 
A. Prayer is the privilege of getting face to face with God and knowing Him more intimately. 
1. Psalm 27:8  
2. Jeremiah 29:13  
3. John 17:3  
B. God’s revelation comes from intimacy and relationship with Him.  
1. Jeremiah 33:3  
2. John 4:24  
3. Ephesians 1:17-19  
 
C. Truthful and heartfelt worship in the lives of intercessors opposes false structures of worship.  
1. 1 Kings 18:20-39 (Authority over false worship.)  
2. Revelation 5:8-10 (Authority over the earth.)  
 
D. Christians are to have a lifestyle of worship. We are to give Him the “first fruits” of our praise 
and thanksgiving and grief in any circumstance.  
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
 
E. Part of prayer and worship to God is living as the new person He has made us to be. We 
approach all things as redeemed people and embrace the opposite spirit from the world.  
1. Romans 6:13  
2. Romans 12:21  
3. Colossians 3:8-10; 12-14  
 
II. Understanding Prayer and Intercession  
 
A. Definition of prayer and intercession: Prayer, generally speaking, means talking to God. 
Intercessory prayer is coming to God on behalf of another.  
 
B. Intercession is a position, not just an activity.  
1. Exodus 17:8-16  
2. Ezekiel 22:30  
 
C. All believers are called to intercede.  
1. 1 Timothy 2:1  
 
D. Prayer sometimes involves repentance and fasting.  
1. Matthew 9:15  
2. Matthew 17:21  



3. Joel 1:13-14  
4. Daniel 9:1-20  
 
E. Prayer is keeping the communication lines open between the Father and us.  
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:17  
2. Romans 12:12  
 
F. Part of prayer is learning to listen to and hear God and then praying the things you hear from 
Him.  
1. Jeremiah 27:18  
 
G. Believers are called to be a “royal priesthood.” Our prayers and intercession facilitate change 
in the earth.  
1. 1 Peter 2:9  
2. Revelation 1:6  
3. Revelation 8:3-5  
 
III. Praying with Authority  
 
A. Prayer is a partnership with God. When we pray, God releases His will in the earth.  
1. Romans 8:17  
2. Matthew 6:10 (“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”)  
 
B. We are to hate evil and pray against it with authority.  
1. Psalm 97:10  
2. Psalm 139:21  
3. Proverbs 8:13  
4. Amos 5:15  
 
C. Jesus has given us "the keys of the kingdom." Having keys means having full authority but 
also praying with permission.  
1. Matthew 16:13-19  
 
D. Our authority comes directly from God. He has given us authority because of our position as 
believers in Christ. We grow in spiritual authority as we demonstrate stewardship and obedience.  
1. Matthew 28:18-20 (position)  
2. Luke 10:19-20 (position)  
3. Luke 19:11-27 (stewardship)  
4. Luke 17:7-10 (stewardship)  
5. James 2:17 (stewardship)  
 
E. We must pray against and live against whatever gives the enemy legal access into our lives 
and the lives of others. Part of intercession is uncovering those things that give the enemy a 
“foothold” or opportunity to come in. (Ex. covenant breaking, idolatry, blood shed, sexual 
immorality.)  
1. Ephesians 4:26-27  



 
F. We must also allow things to be removed from our lives that hinder authority. Pray and ask 
that these things be revealed. If there are “giants” in our lives, we can’t overcome the giants in 
the land. (Ref. the Book of Numbers.)  
1. Proverbs 25:28  
 
G. Our authority is linked with our faith.  
1. Hebrews 4:16  
2. 1 John 5:14-15  
3. James 5:17-18  
 
H. Because we have authority from God, we can speak (decree and declare) His will to be done.  
1. Job 22:28  
 
I. The saving blood of Jesus Christ can heal any situation. We appropriate the work of the blood 
of Jesus Christ through authoritative prayer.  
1. Isaiah 52:15  
2. Hebrews 12:24  
 
IV. Praying the Word of God  
 
A. God has revealed Himself in Scripture. We can pray, speak, and declare His Word with 
confidence.  
1. Isaiah 55:11  
2. Jeremiah 1:9-10  
3. Jeremiah 23:29  
4. Hebrews 4:12  
 
B. Powerful prayers focus on the Word and His promise rather than our problems or our needs.  
1. Romans 4:17  
2. 2 Corinthians 1:20  
3. Colossians 3:1-2  
 
C. Don't sow two kinds of seed in your field. When you pray words in agreement with Scripture, 
don't speak words of doubt and unbelief in your conversation.  
1. Leviticus 19:19  
2. James 1:6-7  
 
V. Prayer is the Great Condition of the Great Commission  
 
A. We extend the Kingdom of God through prayer.  
1. Psalm 2:8  
2. Matthew 6:10  
 
B. As believers in Christ we are a part of the prayer army.  



1. Matthew 11:12  
2. 2 Tim. 2:3  
 
C. We can love our cities and nations through prayer. We must pray for God to reveal our 
assignment in our city and nation. We also pray for God’s redemptive purpose in our land.  
1. Jeremiah 29:7  
2. Acts 17:26-28  
 
D. God sometimes reveals to intercessors where there is great spiritual activity or warfare. It may 
be important to actually go to that physical place and pray with authority and the insight that God 
has given.  
1. Joshua 1:3  
2. Numbers13:1-2  
3. Psalm 48:12-14  
4. Acts 17: 16-26 [highlighting v. 16 & 23]  
 
E. As Christ-followers, we have victory! He has conquered sin and death. We pray from a place 
of victory, not defeat.  
1. Ephesians 2:6  
2. Colossians 2:15  
 


